Expedition Fact Sheet — Port Davey

This guide has everything you need to know before joining us in Tasmania's remote southwest —
where our Port Davey Highlights, Escape, Wild Walks and Photography expeditions follow the
rhythm of the wild. We pay our respects to the Tasmanian Aboriginal people as the Traditional
Custodians of Lutruwita/Tasmania, and honour their enduring connection to these lands and
waters.

What'’s Included

e |Immersive daily experiences: guided walks, tender cruises, and shore landings that reveal
mirrored bays, rugged headlands, and stories of the southwest.

e Tailored itineraries: from wilderness walks and birdwatching to photography, historic sites
and beachcombing.

e Comfort and character at the edge of the world: accommodation onboard our expedition
vessel Odalisquelll, a proud member of Luxury Lodges of Australio.

e Scenic seaplane flights: return journeys between Hobart waterfront and Port Davey.

e Expert local crew: interpretive guide, skipper, host and chef — Tasmanians who live and
breathe this place.

e Gourmet Tasmanian dining: all meals crafted from the islond’s local produce.

e Curated beverages: Tasmanian wine, craft beer, small-batch spirits and non-alcoholic
options always flowing.

e National Park access: entrance fees included.

e Adventure-ready gear: use of an expedition bag and weatherproof poncho for tender
excursions.

The Start of Your Experience

All Port Davey expeditions are fly-in/fly-out, departing from Hobart. We’ll meet you on the waterfront
ot Above & Beyond Tasmanian Seaplanes, 2 Franklin Wharf — at the seaplane dock, a short walk
from Salamanca Place and central Hobart. Flights depart between 8:30 am and 11:30 am. We'll
confirm your exact time before you travel.

Make your own way to the waterfront, and if you'd like recommendations for nearby
accommodation, just ask us. Please have breakfast before you arrive — once you're airborne for the
southwest, cofés disappear. From here, our chef will take care of you with seasonal Tasmanian fare.

In line with On Board's biosecurity protocols, please be sure to wear only clean boots and clothing.
Mud, dirt and seeds present a biosecurity risk to our pristine destination.

Flights — The Gateway to the Wild

From Hobart, you'll lift off from the waterfront aboard our seaplane for a 40-minute scenic
wilderness flight into Bathurst Harbour, landing right alongside Odalisque lll. From the air, you’ll
see just how remote Port Davey really is: jogged peaks rising from the earth, sheer cliffs carved by
time, wild coastline and vast expanses without a road in sight.

The seaplane is a 10-seater Cessna Caravan, operated by our partner Above & Beyond
Tasmaniaon Seaplanes. Weather permitting, flights may head inland one way via the mighty
Federation Peak, returning along the untamed Southwest Cape — giving you two perspectives on
Tasmania’s southwest wilderness.
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Flights depart from and return to the Hobart waterfront. If conditions require an alternative
departure point at Cambridge, we'll organise transfers so you won't need to worry.

This is true wilderness, and the weather calls the shots. While delays are rare, flights won't depart in
poor visibility or extreme conditions. If weather does cause a change, we'll work with our flight
provider to get you away on the next safe window.

Finishing Point — Returning to Hobart

Your On Board expedition concludes with a return seaplane to Hobart. You’ll usually land back on
the waterfront between 1- 3pm, though exact times depend on the day and the weather. If a landing
ot Cambridge is required, we’ll arrange transfers back to the waterfront or nearby
accommodation.

We recommend allowing some flexibility in your onward plans — while delays are uncommon,
Tasmania's southwest is true wilderness, and weather can occasionally have the final word. Staying
overnight in Hobart aofter your expedition gives you peace of mind — and the chance to savour the
city, from its vibrant waterfront to its world-class food and art.

Travel Insurance
We strongly recommend that guests obtain comprehensive travel insurance at the time of booking.

Expedition Itineraries & Highlights

In this wild country, itineraries shift with the wind and tide. Each day, our crew curates a journey
shaped around the latest weather, guest interests, and abilities — whether hiking along coastal
ridgelines that reveal new perspectives on the southwest wilderness, drifting by tender into
mirrored harbours, spotting rare birdlife, or uncovering the history etched into this landscape.

No two journeys are alike. Flexibility here isn't a compromise — it's part of the luxury. The freedom
to follow the rhythm of the southwest often leads to the most memorable moments, the ones that
stay with you long after you leave.

Few people get to experience Port Davey like this —immersed in its rhythms, with the comfort of
Odalisquelll as your base. For a taste of what you might encounter — from rugged headlands and
remote beaches to stories of the past and encounters with wildlife — explore our southwest
highlights. When you book, let us know your interests and abilities so we can curate your time in
Port Davey to be as rewarding as it is unforgettable.

On Board Dining Experience

On Board dining is a highlight of the Port Davey expedition — fresh, seasonal, and rooted in
Tasmanio. Every meal is crafted from locally sourced produce that reflects the hum of the season
and the wildness around you.

From picnic lunches on hidden beaches to freshly baked cookies waiting for returning hikers, each
dish is a thoughtful offering to sustain and delight. Mealtimes aboard Odalisque lll are more than
fuel for the day — they are part of the experience, enjoyed in what may well be Tasmania’s most
remote restaurant.

Our beverage selection is equally considered, featuring cool-climate Tasmanian wines, crisp craft

beers, small-batch spirits, and refreshing non-alcoholic options — all there to be savoured as you
take in your surroundings.
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Weather
The weather in the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area is part of the experience —

ever-changing and shaped by the mighty Roaring Forties. This is a place of raw, untamed beauty,
where wind, rain, and warm sunshine can all feature in a single day.

In summer, daily temperatures generally range from 15 to 25°C, with overnight lows between 9 and
11°C. Even in summer, it can feel cool when the wind is up. Whatever the season, be prepared for
change — it's part of the magic of Port Davey.

No matter the weather, Odalisque lll offers a welcoming, sheltered home in the heart of the
wilderness. For up-to-date conditions before your journey, we recommend checking the Melaleuca
forecast on the Bureau of Meteorology website.

Luggage
Space and weight on the seaplane are limited — so each guest may bring up to 12 kg of personal
luggage.

Your luggage to Port Davey should be in a soft duffel-style bag. You’re welcome to bring your own,
or borrow one of On Board’s weatherproof expedition bags. These bags measure approximately
48 cm long with a diameter of 34 cm and a capacity of 45 L. Let us know if you’d like to borrow one.

For the flight, you may bring a small bag or backpack as carry-on. All other luggage will be stored
in the aircraft’s baggage compartment. All bags — carry-on included — will be weighed at check-in.

If you have belongings that won't travel with you to Port Davey, our Hobart team can store them for
you while you’re away, or you can arrange to leave them at your returning accommodation for
safekeeping.

What to Pack

Your Port Davey expedition takes you into a remote wilderness where the weather is fomously (oand
oloriously) unpredictable. Pack for comfort, versatility, and adventure — so you can maoke the most
of every moment this wild place offers.

Essentials

e Sturdy hiking boots or walking shoes (some tracks in the southwest can be muddy, rutted
and overgrown).

Shoes for wet beach landings in tenders (Crocs or Teva-style sandals work well).

Comfortable footwear for onboard life (sneakers or boat shoes; socks or bare feet are fine
too).

Hat and sunglasses for Tasmanian sunshine

Warm layers (polar fleece or down jacket, thermals, gloves, beanie) — conditions in the
southwest can change quickly.

Raincoat for southwest drizzle.

Long pants for walking through wild bushland.

Personal medications.

Active, comfortable clothing for varied conditions.

Relaxed clothing for lounging aboard Odalisque or as a fresh change for dinner.
Day pack (to carry water bottle, raincoat, camera on excursions).

QN BOARD

TASMANIAN EXPEDITION CRUISES


http://www.bom.gov.au/places/tas/melaleuca/forecast/
http://www.bom.gov.au/places/tas/melaleuca/forecast/

Optional
Bathers (yes, really — there may be a chance for a wild swim).

Camera to capture the rugged beauty of the southwest.
Book (there’'s a small library onboard too).

Gaiters for muddy walks.

Waterproof overpants.

Onboard, for your use
e Reusable drink bottle (yours to take home).
Weatherproof rain poncho for tender excursions.
Life jacket, first aid and emergency safety equipment.
A small library of reference and reading books.
Bathroom essentials (shampoo, conditioner, body wash, sunscreen, insect repellent).
Hairdryer.
Walking sticks.

What to Pack: For the Port Davey Photography Expedition only
Designed for both keen amateurs and seasoned photographers, this special expedition blends
wilderness immersion with dedicated photographic guidance. An onboard expert offers tips,
inspiration, and mentorship — whether you're fine-tuning your technique or simply learning to
capture the southwest’s shifting moods. Guests on photography departures receive an extra
luggage allowance for camera gear. Recommended items include:

e Camera and accessories (tripod, memory cards, chargers, spare batteries, etc.).

e Wide-angle lens with good low-light capacity, plus a telephoto lens of 200mm or longer

(recommended).
e Laptop (ideally with Lightroom installed) and charger.

e Memory card reader (if required).

Dangerous Goods — Important Packing Information

For safety and in line with aviation requirements, Above & Beyond Tasmanian Seaplanes asks that
all power banks and spare batteries be carried on your person or in your carry-on, as they can
short-circuit or pose a fire risk when packed in checked luggage. Please also ensure all aerosols
have their lids secured or locks engaged.

For more information, guests can refer to the national Pack Right. Safe Flight. guidance on
travelling with dangerous goods.

Safety & Medications

The remote nature of this experience is part of what makes it such a great adventure — but it also
means preparation is vital. If you are taking any medications, please let us know before departure
and bring a week’s extra supply. Please also advise us of any pre-existing medical conditions or
injuries.

Guest safety is paramount. Our standards, protocols, and high level of staff training ensure safety
while exploring remote areas aboard our vessel and tenders. Our crew hold wilderness or marine

first aid qualifications. Odalisque lll carries a comprehensive first aid kit, satellite communication,

location beacon, marine radio, and flare kits.
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Power & Communications

There is no mobile coverage in Port Davey — part of the magic of being here is stepping away from
the noise of everyday life. Think of it as an invitation to truly switch off and immerse yourself in the
wilderness.

For those who may need to stay connected, Odalisque lll is equipped with guest internet. To
respect the experience of fellow travellers, we ask that it's accessed in the privacy of your cabin,
and that devices remain on silent during the expedition.

In the unlikely event of an emergency, fomily and friends can reach you via our Hobart team on
0477 100 9.

All guest cabins and lounge areas are fitted with 240v power and USB outlets for charging personal
devices.

Guides

While Tasmania's wild landscapes set the scene, it's our passionate crew who bring the On Board
expedition to life. From skippers and chefs to hosts and guides, their deep knowledge and genuine
care connect people to place.

Our guides are born storytellers and natural interpreters — as quick to identify a rare bird as they
are to share tales of explorers, crayfishers, and whalers who once roamed these coasts. Each day,
they design and lead tailored experiences — from wilderness walks to tender cruises — and often
join guests at the dinner table to swap stories and laughter long into the evening.

With them, you'll not only see the southwest — you'll feel its spirit. Meet our guides.

Wilderness First

Biosecurity isn't just a protocol —it's part of our promise to protect the Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area. From soil-free boots to seed checks at the gangway, every guest plays a role
in keeping Tasmania’s ecosystems thriving.

Port Davey and Bathurst Harbour lie within the Port Davey Marine Reserve, Southwest National
Park, and the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area — a place recognised globally for its rare
blend of cultural and natural values. Covering nearly a fifth of Tasmania, it is one of only 35 World
Heritage sites on Earth to meet so many criteria of significance.

Odalisque lll was built in Hobart with Tasmanion materials and designed to tread lightly, with
energy-smart windows, a lithium-ion battery system, and onboard rain and seawater use.

With just 12 guests per voyage, our impact stays small. Everyone completes simple biosecurity
checks before stepping ashore, and we always stick to marked tracks with guides leading the way.

On selected expeditions, guests may contribute to citizen science — from monitoring rare orange-
bellied parrots to feeding data on wildlife sightings into Tasmania’'s Natural Values Atlas.

Learn more about our approach to sustainability.

Terms & Conditions
Please take a moment to read our terms and conditions before you travel.
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Have More Questions?
You'll find answers in our frequently asked questions, or feel free to get in touch with our team.
We're always happy to help.

Stay Connected
In the lead-up to your Port Davey expedition, follow us on Instagram and Facebook:
@onboardexpeditions for a glimpse of the wild southwest.

After your journey, share your own perspective of this remarkable place by tagging
@onboardexpeditions — and if you'd like to leave a review, we'd love to hear from you on

TripAdvisor.

Thank you for joining us — together, we help protect and celebrate Tasmania’s extraordinary wild
places.
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